
Minutes 

Planning Commission 

November 4, 2019 

The City of Mount Holly Planning Commission met on November 4, 2019 at 6:30pm at the 

Municipal Complex located at 400 East Central Avenue, Mount Holly. Those members present 

were Chairman Myles Biggerstaff, Vice Chairman Will Crist, Rodney Williams, Jerry Bishop, 

Teraseta Ellerbe, and LeRoy Thorns. City Manager Danny Jackson, Planning Director Greg 

Beal, Planner Brian DuPont and Code Enforcement Officer Brandon Livingston were also 

present at the meeting. Joni Burton, Melanie Nichols, and Planner Jonathan Wilson were absent 

from the meeting. 

Chairman Biggerstaff called the meeting to order and moved to the second item on the agenda; 

Reading of Ethics Statement: In accordance with the Rules of Procedures, it is the duty of every 

Planning Commission and Board of Adjustment member to avoid conflicts of interest. Does any 

member have any known conflicts of interest in respect to any matters coming before the 

Planning Commission and Board of Adjustment today? If so, please identify the conflict and 

refrain from any participation in the particular matter involved. No member had a known conflict 

of interest. 

Chairman Biggerstaff moved to the third item on the agenda: Approval of the minutes. Ms. 

Ellerbe made a motion to approve the minutes with no corrections needed and Mr. Thorns 

seconded. The motion was approved with all in favor.  

Planning Commission  

Chairman Biggerstaff moved to the fourth item on the agenda: Review and recommendation to 

City Council for approval of Beatty Woods, Phase 1 Final Plat for 78 townhomes. Mr. DuPont 

began the presentation by saying Brookline Homes has requested that the City of Mount Holly 

approve a plat for phase 1 of the Beatty Woods Subdivision. These development plat consists of 

78 townhome units as part of the Special Use Permit issued by the Zoning Board of Adjustment 

on August 6, 2018. The plat approval is recommended contingent upon a Financial Guarantee 

and Subdivision Agreement between the City and Brookline Homes. Mr. Thorns asked why 

there was a need for a recommendation to get financed and Mr. DuPont said that it was because 

this parcel is in the South Gateway and must receive a special use permit and planned approval. 

It requires checks and balances for City’s standards when it comes to the infrastructure and 

sidewalks. There is no financial guarantee until the process in approved by City Council. Ms. 

Ellerbe asked if these were affordable townhomes and the same that had been built in Cramerton, 

NC. Mr. DuPont said that these townhomes would be made with mixed materials that meet the 

City’s standards. Mr. Beal added that they would be in the mid-$200s with building materials 

consisting off hardy plank, brick, and stone. Mr. Crist asked if there was a square footage 

requirement that was needed. Mr. DuPont said there isn’t a square foot requirement and that they 

were the standard size 2-story townhome. Mr. Crist made a motion to recommendation to City 

Council for approval with Mr. Bishop seconding the motion. All were in favor and the motion 

passed.  

 

 



Chairman Biggerstaff moved to the fifth item on the agenda: Public hearing for review and 

recommendation to City Council to consider amending the Downtown Development Manual for 

the Downtown Gateway Overlay District to allow for one-story restaurants. Mr. Beal began his 

presentation by saying that there is a lack of restaurants in Mount Holly and that Mount Holly 

citizens go to Belmont and Charlotte to eat causing a leakage of $60 million a year to other 

cities. Mount Holly is wanting to encourage new restaurants in the City and there has been a 

recommendation to staff to change the standards set upon restaurants for new opportunities.  

 

The City has been working with potential restaurant developers to bring more dining options to 

Mount Holly. During the course of the discussion, the developers have relayed that the Manual 

for Design in Downtown Mount Holly (Downtown Design Manual), an appendix to the Zoning 

Ordinance, made it difficult to construct restaurants in the Downtown Gateway Overlay District 

because of the two useable floor or minimum 26 feet height requirement. Staff feels that the two 

useable floor suggestion and the minimum required height for a one story building of 26 feet is 

detrimental to economic development in this corridor. I think it is fair to say that the City does 

not want short, squatty, strip-mall-like buildings in this corridor. However, I believe the other 

requirements of the Manual, which require proper architectural design with a focus on massing 

and scale, will ensure proper design of buildings.  

Staff is simply proposing to amend Section 4.1.2 Commercial [and] Mixed Use Structures to allow 

options for restaurants. Staff still finds value in having useable two stories for office/mixed use in 

this area. Based on the above statements, Planning & Development staff recommend that Section 

4.1.2 state:  

For the purpose of encouraging more dining options in the City, restaurants shall of the option of 

constructing a one-story building and meeting a minimum height of 16', which includes a minimum 

height of 13'-0" at the roof line, with an additional minimum height of the parapet of 3'-0".  

Additionally, the now contradictory language preceding the amendment should be repealed.  

 

Chairman Biggerstaff opened the public hearing and with no one wanting to speak Chairman 

Biggerstaff closed the public hearing.  

 

Mr. Crist asked if this was for stand-alone restaurants and Mr. Beal said yes. Mr. Crist also 

added that there was a typo in the proposed amended section of the Downtown Development 

Manual. The amended reads “restaurants shall of the option of constructing a one-story building” 

when it should read as “restaurants shall have the option of constructing a one-story building”. 

Mr. Crist made a motion to recommend to City Council with the change correction with Mr. 

Williams seconding the motion. All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Chairman Biggerstaff moved to the sixth item on the agenda: Call for public hearing to consider 

amending Article 7, Special Requirement Notes to the Table of Permitted and Special Uses 

clarifying electronic gaming operations. Mr. DuPont said staff has seen the need to call for a 

public hearing to amend this section. This public hearing would occur in December. No 



discussion is needed at this time. Mr. Thorn made a motion and Mr. Crist seconded the motion. 

All were on favor and the motion passed.  

 

Mr. DuPont and Mr. Beal began do discuss the members of the Board whose terms would be 

expiring at the end of the year in December. Chairman Biggerstaff agreed to take chair for 

another year. Mr. Crist agreed to be vice-chair. Mr. Williams made a motion for Mr. Crist to be 

vice-chair for another year and Ms. Ellerbe seconded the motion.  

 

With there being no other comments Mr. Williams made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. 

Crist seconded the motion and all members were in favor. Meeting was adjourned at 6:59pm 


